Education makes a Community
Earlier Progress in Educational Policy
In order to decide on public policy to-day, however, a
short assessment must be made of the changes already
introduced into the ancient system and method of
education. The most revolutionary change was made
when, in the middle of the nineteenth century, policy
was based upon the new idea that schools should be
used by all the members of the community. But some
changes had been made even before then. In the
Middle Ages schools were for the use of a "class";
but the class was not the ruling class. Schools were
for secretaries and agents, not for principals in the
control of public policy. Knights and kings did not
read and write. They had what they believed to be
more important functions; and they used inferiors
to keep accounts or to write chronicles and State
papers. At a later stage the ruling class found it con-
venient to learn to read and write for themselves;
but until about the eighteenth century in England
tutors at home, not schools, were the means for the
education of gentlemen and ladies. Eton was still
for the less wealthy, if not for the poor, in Queen
Anne's time. But the teaching at Eton became so good,
as compared with that given by most tutors, that even
the rich and lordly began to go to school there.
Thus the ruling class was compelled to learn at
school what only inferior agents and secretaries
had hitherto learnt. And perhaps later on, the State
schools may become, in the same way, so good that